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VICTORIA GOLF CLUB

The following letter was sent to Joseph. Kemp on 18 July 1910, with a copy to the church secretary. The latter has the signatures appended. It is reproduced as typed, e.g. ‘Deacon’s’, where the apostrophe is either out of place or not required at all, and ‘christian’ (small c)

Rev J. W. Kemp,

Charlotte Chapel,

Dear Sir:,

We, the undersigned members of the ‘Victoria’ Golf Club Committee, at a meeting held last week decided to draft and sent to you and the Elders and Deacons of Charlotte Chapel, the following statements, viz:-

That the charges made by the Rev J. W. Kemp to the Deacon's Court on Friday 2nd July, which charges are as follows: --

(a)
That the Club was formed to spite Mr Kemp,

(b) 
That its Committee meets on Monday night, the night on the Church Prayer Meeting,

(c)
That the language used at those meetings was such as he could not repeat in the Deacon's Court, as it was so bad,

(d)
That Mr Ronald or the Committee objected to his becoming a member, saying they would not have Kemp's veto in the Club,

(e)
That he read over the Officer Bearers names from a membership card, thus associating their names with the above statements.

It was unanimously agreed in that we could not allow such statements to go unchallenged, as they are totally untrue.  We are prepared to give you a hearing, and will read the minutes after the Club from its formation up to date.  Unless you are prepared to prove your statements we had no alternative but to demand the absolute withdrawal of them, also an apology for having so grossly libelled us.

We further avow that you have no right to interfere with the rights and privileges of a private and undenominational club, having nothing to do with Charlotte Chapel, beyond, that the minority of its members are members of the foregoing Church, that you had no right to have brought it up at a Deacon's Meeting, as it is not a Church Club, and has nothing to do with the Church, Deacon’s or Minister.

Mr Sidwell who was present at the Meeting stated what took place between Mr Kemp and himself, which was as follows, viz,

That he asked Mr Kemp to join the Club, and become one with us, and let us all have a brotherly feeling one to another.

That the club was formed on Mr Sidwell's suggestion, at his house, and that its Committee meetings are always held there.

That it was undenominational, there being members of six or more different churches.

That we intended asking eight gentlemen to become Vice Presidents, six of whom were gentlemen outside of Charlotte Chapel altogether.

Seeing that Mr Kemp had had attributed to him the cause of stopping the Football Club, and that he has spoken against Golf from the pulpit in a sermon, we thought it unwise to ask him to take office, as we should be met with a blank refusal.

That Mr Sidwell asked Mr Urquhart it to become a Vice President, which he refused to do unless it was connected with the Church, upon which he replied that there had been enough Kemp and Kirk Veto and we would have no more of it.

For this, or any other personal remarks, which were never sanctioned by the Committee, he takes the whole responsibility of.

In reply Mr Kemp said he did not know such a club existed.  That he could not now have anything to do with it, it was impossible, especially when another Minister had been asked to become a Vice President.  He considered it a great slight, and insult, not to have asked him when all the Committee belonged to Charlotte Chapel.  He asked if he might have the membership card, and said he would deal with it in the Deacon's Court

In reply Mr Sidwell said he would show the most christian spirit possible, and win the hearts of many around him, if he came and joined us as an ordinary member, and show that humble spirit which adorned our Lord and Master.

The information upon which we have based the foregoing has come to us through several sources and unless these matters are cleared up and that right early, we shall be forced to consider what further steps we shall take to bring it to a definite issue.

Awaiting your reply,

We are

P. Sidwell (signed)

Captain

Alex. Brown (signed)

Vice Captain
*

Wm. Brown (signed)

Secretary
*

J. B. Wintour (signed)

Treasurer

David D. Ronald (signed)
Committee
*

James C. Wintour (signed)
Committee

18th July 1910

All six of the committee, who signed the letter, were members of the Chapel. There were Deacons of this names marked * at the time, although it cannot be confirmed whether these three office-bearers in the Golf Club were the same as the Deacons. It would have been difficult for them to have remained as Deacons, after this letter, but, on the other hand, someone present at the Deacons’ Meeting on Friday 2 July passed on the allegations to the Golf Committee.

When Joseph Kemp read this letter to the deacons on 24 January 1911 (why the delay?), ‘The Deacons unanimously resolved that as the Club had no connection with the Chapel, and as the matters referred to were purely personal to the Pastor, they should take no action in the matter.’ (Deacons’ Minute, 24 January 1911.)

The Club continued and obviously had a good relationship with the Chapel leadership in 1920, because the YPM committee asked about membership, including whether women could join. They must have received an affirmative reply, because at their next meeting they asked for the ‘names of all who wished to join the Victoria Golf Club.’ (YPM Minutes, 21 February and 29 March 1920.)

